
Happy Labor Day— 
The first vacation day for our new educators---sigh!  And you DESERVE it!   I just got back from the 
National Consortium for Health Science Education’s Executive Board Meeting in Seattle, WA.  We are 
preparing for the conference coming up Oct. 16-19, 2023 ( Conferences | National Consortium for 
Health Science Education (healthscienceconsortium.org)   )    We have almost 20 people going, but it’s 
not too late to register and attend!  It’s going to be amazing! 

1. The proof is in the poo!  Using wastewater monitoring data, an algorithm detects spikes in COVID-
19 before outbreaks happen, giving public health officials a jumpstart in keeping the coronavirus 
under control  The proof is in the poo: New data tool offers early detection of community COVID 
surges - Route Fifty (route-fifty.com) 

2. State Officer Applications   Applications are now live on OKHOSA.  The process looks a little 
different this year, so make sure your applicants read all the important information and make 
their submissions on time.  There is also a great new video on the state officer section of the 
website that you can show to your chapters to promote running for state officer under the 
heading, “Why should you become a State HOSA Officer?”   

3. Speaking of HOSA Leadership—we are excited to share the results of the election for the 
Oklahoma HOSA Leadership Advisory Board positions:  Dana Chandler- Administration, Karen 
Evans- Secondary Representative, and Brandi Fisher- Large School Representative.  

4. Want to promote a healthy mindset while decorating your classroom?  Check out these positive 
mindset posters (downloadable) FREE : Growth Mindset Posters for Classroom - Educators 
Technology 

5. 9 Key Classroom Management Skills Backed up with Research - Educators Technology 
6. Prepare students for Next Gen NCLEX  As the fall semester gets underway, you can help your 

students improve their NCLEX scores and support them better into their transition to practice 
with vrClinicals for Nursing.  vrClinicals for Nursing from Wolters Kluwer and Laerdal Medical 
immerses your students in a virtual hospital setting where they practice their prioritization and 
decision-making skills with multiple patients, just like in real life.  Including evidence-based 
patient scenarios authored by the National League for Nursing, vrClinicals for Nursing helps 
students become better prepared using virtual clinical experiences to build real confidence 
vrClinicals for Nursing Education | Wolters Kluwer 

7. So, we know your kids are addicted—how about YOU?  How to tell if you are addicted to 
your phone 

8. The Health Careers Bootcamp is open for reservations at this time!  This promises to be 
a fun-filled two days of learning for teachers with all levels of experience.  Starla Ewan 
will be presenting clay-building skills in addition to laying on some excellent teaching 
tips!  We also have an industry panel coming to share their needs to better help you 
prepare students.  The draft agenda can be found here and the lodging/registration 
information found on this page: HCE Bootcamp (oklahoma.gov)  

9. The ways our skin shapes our health is fascinating—it truly relates to almost any disease 
process you can imagine!   

10. This newly published white paper explores three root causes of inequity connected to career 
development in the K-12 education system:  
• Youth and families’ misunderstanding of the benefits of CTE: 
• Systemic barriers to student participation and persistence  
• A lack of career knowledge and planning information to motivate student engagement 
• ACTE White Paper - eDynamic Learning 

https://healthscienceconsortium.org/conferences/
https://healthscienceconsortium.org/conferences/
https://www.route-fifty.com/management/2023/08/proof-poo-new-data-tool-offers-early-detection-community-covid-surges/389686/
https://www.route-fifty.com/management/2023/08/proof-poo-new-data-tool-offers-early-detection-community-covid-surges/389686/
https://okhosa.wixsite.com/my-site/about
https://www.educatorstechnology.com/2023/08/growth-mindset-posters-for-classroom.html
https://www.educatorstechnology.com/2023/08/growth-mindset-posters-for-classroom.html
https://www.educatorstechnology.com/2023/08/classroom-management-skills.html
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nln.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73ba61cdad82296368b6204bc&id=cd8af79f97&e=7640bcc0bf__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!ud7Uq2eQrFGO7TJbYc8tVRDatruKWU1DC8GsOXe9HGTKPT4NfgjPUrI8ztJRTIOUnZEB3pEnbiY9nQHopM5cgL4w8qha$
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/lippincott-nursing-faculty/vrclinicals-for-nursing?utm_source=email_marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=health_hlrp_pr_nured_3-g247_2023-vrclinicals-campaign_202307&utm_term=nln-email&utm_source=NLN+iMIS+3&utm_campaign=f328ed0398-vrClinicals_8_24_2023_NonMember&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6c0c1ecc89-f328ed0398-357185548
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/news.join1440.com/t/j-l-slisc-drlitykilu-tj/__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!u1OHXwWjLKhOMuyDg8m1SUYVRw7WsxAZ9vf6FJQ7ww_D45LGNENDntJQJQCDrGdY6LCI57kEiAo_e46u3d2kWjReiG7BYgpExjWYjfbb$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/news.join1440.com/t/j-l-slisc-drlitykilu-tj/__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!u1OHXwWjLKhOMuyDg8m1SUYVRw7WsxAZ9vf6FJQ7ww_D45LGNENDntJQJQCDrGdY6LCI57kEiAo_e46u3d2kWjReiG7BYgpExjWYjfbb$
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/careertech/educators/health-careers-education/conferences-training-workshops/bootcamp/hce-bootcamp-tentative-agenda-2023.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/careertech/educators/health-careers-education/conferences-training-workshops/hce-bootcamp.html
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/news.join1440.com/t/j-l-slisc-drlitykilu-td/__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!u1OHXwWjLKhOMuyDg8m1SUYVRw7WsxAZ9vf6FJQ7ww_D45LGNENDntJQJQCDrGdY6LCI57kEiAo_e46u3d2kWjReiG7BYgpExsC_Bonj$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnk.ie/6ONR3/e=lara.morris@careertech.ok.gov/https:/*edynamiclearning.com/career-development-equity-lp/?utm_source=eschool-news&utm_medium=content-syndication&utm_campaign=career-dev-equity-wp__;Lw!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!vkUhSuN9zYe9_GTmw43m_8L09UGuNJAr1mGJWtGWmmTYI-5zlRNdEQ3Wq-1mEgk2yb6eE3Ve-urdSA2Selp8CbASnxNQpWQSp_h5ouuTRA$
https://edynamiclearning.com/career-development-equity-lp/?utm_source=eschool-news&utm_medium=content-syndication&utm_campaign=career-dev-equity-wp


11. Oklahoma ACTE’s Mutual Benevolence closes THIS WEEK—Today!—August 30th  This plan 
allows enrollment for a member and their spouse to receive a death benefit of $10 from each 
member.  We are up to $14,000 that would be sent out via check should you or your spouse 
pass away to defray costs incurred.  Enrollment is only available within your first three years of 
employment OR during open enrollment. We are currently in an open enrollment period.  To 
sign up go to:  Mutual Benevolence Plan | OkACTE 

12. 77% of large employers see rising mental health issues  

Some 77% of large employers report an increase in mental health issues among their 

workforces, up from 44% in 2022, according to a survey from Business Group on Health. Some 

80% of respondents said mental health was their top priority this year and 97% intend to boost 

access to digital resources such as webinars, apps, videos and articles. Full Story: HR Dive  

13. If you would like a FREE membership in Health Science Educator’s Association, you must be a 

member of our teacher organization, Oklahoma Health Careers Education Teachers Association 

(OHCETA) by September 15th.  Many of you probably paid the $20 dues during registration at 

Oklahoma Summit, but if you were hired since that time, or you missed the membership 

affiliation part of the registration, please go to Membership Dues /Summit Registration | 

OkACTE and if you have any questions, contact Carmen Jones at cjones@okacte.org or 405-525-

8906. 

14. Speaking of OKACTE—we just came back from an excellent strategic planning/leadership session 

for our OHCETA Officer Team and we want to invite you to join our OHCETA page the next time 

you log into facebook!  Go to join groups and choose OHCETA, then join!  We are now featuring 

best practices and our new teachers on this site—LIKE us for great ideas from Oklahoma 

Teachers!  Life is better with friends. 
15. Last, but not least—please join us for our very first “NOW YOU KNOW” Webinar next Thursday, 

September 7th at 3:30pm.  Gilda Austin, HCE Program Specialist will be covering “Notetaking and 
other Study Skills for Students”.  You can log in to watch at: https://zoom.us/j/8822491946   This 
will be the first of our monthly series of professional development for teachers! 

 
 
Sincerely, 
Lara Morris 
State Program Manager | Health Careers Education 

 
1500 West Seventh Avenue 
Stillwater, OK 74074-4398 
405.743.5106 
405.747.9327 cell 
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