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O K L A H O M A  B O A R D  O F  C O R R E C T I O N S  

REGULAR MEETING  MINUTES 
J u n e  1 2 ,  2 0 1 9  

 
1. Cal l  to Order  

Director Joe M. Al lbaugh called the regular meeting of  the Oklahoma Board of  
Corrections (BOC) to order at 1:00 PM on Wednesday, June 12, 2019, at the Oklahoma 
Department of Corrections (ODOC),  3400 North Mart in Luther King Avenue, in  
Oklahoma City,  Oklahoma.  
 
The meeting was preceded by advance not ice of the date, t ime, and place, f i led with 
the Oklahoma Secretary of State on October 31, 2018 . An amended meeting notice 
changing the t ime was posted with the Oklahoma Secretary of State on May 1,  2019.  
An announcement was also given  at least twenty-four (24) hours in  advance by  posting 
notice of the date, t ime, place, and agenda of the meeting at  3:00 PM on Monday, June 
10, 2019, at the principal  off ice  of the ODOC, located at  3400 North Mart in Luther King 
Avenue in Oklahoma City,  Ok lahoma. An amended agenda was posted at 11:30 AM on 
Tuesday,  June 11, 2019, at the principal off ice of the Oklahoma Department of  
Corrections,  located at 3400 North Martin Luther K ing Avenue in Oklahoma City,  
Oklahoma.  
 

A.  Pledge of Al legiance  
Director Allbaugh led the meeting attendees in recit ing the pledge of al legiance 
to the United States F lag.  

B.  Roll  Cal l   
Director Al lbaugh asked the c lerk to cal l  the roll :  

 
Betty  Gesel l  Present  Michael  W. Roach  Present  

Joseph Gri f f in  Present  T.  Hast ings S iegfr ied  Present  

Steven Harpe  Present  Rodney Thornton  Present  

Reginald  Hines  Present  Dary l  Woodward  Present  

Dr.  Kathryn LaFortune  Present    

 
Cal l ing of the roll  reflected a quorum was present.  
  

 
2. Election of Officers  

Director Al lbaugh requested nominations for the posit ion of chair of the BOC.  
 
Motion:  

Mr. Thornton moved to nominate Mr. Harpe as chair;  motion seconded by Mr.  
Griff in.   
Mr. Hines moved to nominate Mr. S iegfried as chair;  motion seconded by Mr. 
Woodard.   
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Mr. Harpe and Mr. Siegfried were each given a few moments to address the BOC 
members,  seeking support for their election.  
 
Results ( for Mr.  Harpe, Chair) :   

Ms. Gesel l  –  yes;  Mr. Gr iff in  – yes;  Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr.  Hines – no;  Ms.  
LaFortune –  yes;  Mr.  Roach –  no;  Mr. Siegfried – abstain;  Mr.  Thornton –  yes;  
Mr. Woodard – no.  

 
Mr. Harpe e lected as chair by major ity vote  so no addit ional votes taken . Mr. Harpe 
thanked the BOC members and noted he looks forward to working with them as well  
as the ODOC staff .  Director Allbaugh turned the meeting over to Chair Harpe, then 
requested audience with the BOC and was granted approval by Chair Harpe. Address ing 
the BOC members,  Director Allbaugh noted the hard work of ODOC staff  and 
commended them for their commitmen t to the agency. He then stated he was resigning 
effective immediately and exited the meeting room at 1:12 PM. 
 
After a momentary pause, Chair Harpe requested nominations for  the posit ion of  vice 
chair of the BOC.  
 
Motion:  

Mr. Hines moved to nominate Mr. Siegfr ied as vice chair;  motion seconded by 
Mr. Woodard.  
Mr. Harpe  moved to nominate Mr.  Thornton as v ice chair;  motion seconded by 
Mr. Woodard.  
  

Results ( for Mr.  Siegfr ied,  Vice Chair) :   
Ms. Gesell  – no;  Mr. Griff in – no;  Mr. Harpe – no;  Mr. Hines – yes;  Ms. LaFortune 
– yes;  Mr. Roach – yes; Mr. Siegfr ied – abstain;  Mr. Thornton – no;  Mr. Woodard 
– yes.  
 

A vice-chair was not elected due to a t ie -vote. The e lection of vice -chair wi l l  be added 
to the agenda at a later date .  
 
Chair Harpe requested nominations for the posit ion of secretary of  the BOC.  
 
Motion:  

Mr. Siegfr ied moved to nominate Mr. Roach as secretary;  motion seconded by 
Mr. Hines.   
Mr. Thornton moved to nominate Ms. Gesell  as secretary;  motion seconded by 
Mr. Harpe.  
  

Results ( for Mr.  Roach, Secretary):   
Ms. Gesell  – no;  Mr. Gr iff in – yes;  Mr. Harpe – no;  Mr. Hines – yes;  Ms. LaFortune 
– yes;  Mr. Roach – abstain;  Mr. Siegfr ied – yes;  Mr. Thornton – no;  Mr. Woodard 
– yes.  
 

Mr. Roach e lected as secretary by major ity vote  so no addit ional votes taken.   
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3. Consideration and Approval  of Standing Board of Corrections Committee  
This i tem was tabled unti l  later in the meeting.  

 
4. Approval  of Board of Corrections Regular Meeting Minutes  

Chair Harpe requested approval of the meeting minutes a s presented to members in 
the BOC Packet for  June 12, 2019.  

A.  February 13,  2019  
B.  May 15, 2019 

 
Motion: Mr. Roach made a motion to approve the minutes of  both meetings as 
presented; Mr. Woodard seconded the motion.  Results:  Ms. Gesell  – yes;  Mr. 
Griff in  – yes;  Mr.  Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines –  yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr.  Roach 
– yes;  Mr.  Siegfr ied – yes (for May 15,  2019, minutes),  abstain (for  February 13,  
2019, minutes) ;  Mr. Thornton – yes;  Mr. Woodard – yes.  

 
Meeting minutes for both months were approved by majority vote.  There was no 
further discussion.  

 
5. Approval  of Appointments  

A.  Sharon McCoy as Warden of the Jess Dunn Correctional  Center  
Ms. Newton-Embry introduced Ms. McCoy to the BOC members,  providing 
Warden McCoy’s career progress ion and history within the agency. A copy of 
Ms. McCoy’s résumé was inc luded in the BOC Packet for June 12, 2019. BOC 
members inquired about posit ion openings and process for  consider ing  
applicants.  Ms. Newton-Embry responded to  their inquiries .  BOC members then 
inquired if  Ms.  McCoy was ready for the assignment,  as well  as commending her  
for her career with the agency. Ms. McCoy responded to their questions. Chair 
Harpe then requested a mot ion to approve Ms. McCoy as warden of the Jess 
Dunn Correctional Center  (JDCC) .   
 
Motion: Mr. Woodard made a motion to approve Sharon McCoy as warden of 
JDCC; Mr. Thornton seconded the motion.  Results:  Ms. Gesel l  –  yes;  Mr.  Gri ff in 
– yes;  Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines – yes;  Ms.  LaFortune – yes;  Mr. Roach – yes;  
Mr. Siegfr ied – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes;  Mr.  Woodard – yes.  
 
The appointment was approved by majority vote.  
 

B.  Natalie Cooper as Warden of  the Dr.  Eddie Warrior Correctional  Center   
Ms. Newton-Embry introduced Ms. Cooper to the BOC members,  providing her 
career progression and history within the agency. A copy of Ms. Cooper’s  
résumé was included in the BOC Packet for  June 12,  2019. BOC members famil iar  
with Ms. Cooper noted her long history with the ODOC,  thanking her  for  her  
service to the agency. BOC members encouraged Ms. Cooper to continue 
expanding the treatment programs available to the female inmates at EWCC. 
Chair Harpe requested a motion to approve Ms. Cooper as warden of the Dr.  
Eddie Warr ior Correct ional Center (EWCC).  
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Motion: Mr. Woodard made a motion to approve Natal ie Cooper as warden of 
EWCC; Ms.  LaFortune seconded the motion. Results :  Ms. Gesel l  – yes;  Mr. 
Griff in  – yes;  Mr.  Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines –  yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr.  Roach 
– yes;  Mr. Siegfr ied – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes;  Mr. Woodard – yes.  
 
The appointment was approved by majority vote.  

 
C.  Blaine Nelson as Warden of the Jim E.  Hamilton Correctional  Center   

Ms. Newton-Embry introduced Mr. Nelson to the BOC members,  providing his  
career progression and history within the agency. A copy of Mr. Nelson’s résumé 
was included in the BOC Packet for June 12, 2019. BOC members inquired about  
Mr. Nelson’s family who we re in attendance at the meeting. Mr. Nelson 
introduced them and thanked them for their support .  Chair Harpe requested a 
motion to approve Mr. Nelson as warden of the Jim E. Hamilton Correctional 
Center ( JEHCC).   
 
Motion: Mr. Roach made a motion to approve Blaine Nelson as warden of JEHCC;  
Mr. Thornton seconded the motion.  Results:  Ms. Gesell  – yes;  Mr.  Griff in  – yes;  
Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines –  yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr. Roach – yes;  Mr.  
Siegfried – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes;  Mr. Woodard – yes.  
 
The appointment was approved by majority vote.  

 
There was no further discussion.  

 
6. Discussion and approval  of the adoption of uniform and fixed rates established by 

the Department of Mental  Health and Substance Abuse Services previously approved 
by the Oklahoma Management and Enterprise Services pursuant to 74 O.S.  § 
85.7(A)(11)  
Mr. Cincotta stated the BOC members  had received a copy of  the rates with the BOC 
Packets for June 12, 2019. He noted the rates approved by  Department of  Mental  
Health and Substance Abuse Services  (ODMHSAS)  were higher than those set by ODOC. 
By approving the f ixed rates,  the agency wi l l  match those set by ODMHSAS. Cincotta 
outl ined how the rates approval came for presentat ion to the Off ice of Management 
Enterprise and Services and should now be approved by the ful l  BOC. Chair Harpe 
requested a motion to  approve t he adoption of uniform and f ixed rates.  
 
Motion: Ms. LaFortune made a motion to approve the adoption of uniform and f ixed 
rates set by ODMHSAS ; Mr. Roach seconded the motion. Results :  Ms. Gesell  – yes;  Mr.  
Griff in – yes;  Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines – yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr. Roach – yes;  
Mr. Siegfr ied – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes;  Mr.  Woodard – yes.  

 
The adoption of uniform and f ixed rates  was approved by majority vote.  There was no 
further discussion.  

 
7. Director’s  Comments  

Pursuant to 61 O.S.  §  130, the chief administrative off icer  of a publ ic agency with a 
governing body shall  notify the governing body within ten (10) days of the declaration 
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of an emergency i f  the governing body did not approve the emergency.  The not if icat i on 
shal l  contain a statement of the reasons for  the action, and shall  be recorded in the 
off icial  minutes of the governing body.  

A.  Emergency purchase authorization to repair  electrical  transformers at the 
Wil l iam Key Correctional  Center on March 13,  2019  
Due to the earl ier departure of Director Allbaugh, Mr. Crow provided 
information on the emergency purchase authorizat ion s.  He stated that  three 
electrical  t ransformers at  the Wil l iam Key Correctional Center  (WKCC) received 
severe wind damage causing one of th e transformers to sl ide off  the platform, 
thus requir ing a replacement platform to prevent a  major power outage.  
Northwest E lectric  Cooperative assessed the scene identify ing it  as an 
emergency. As the transformers belonged to WKCC not NWEC, an emergency 
purchase was authorized to repair the platform. The cost  to date is  
$15,000.   Repairs are continuing as the vendor is  wait ing on remaining parts to  
complete the emergency repairs.  
 

B.  Emergency purchase authorization to repair  l i ft  station pumps at the Lawton 
Community Corrections Center on March 22,  2019  
Mr. Crow stated that both l ift  station pumps fai led at  the Lawton Community 
Corrections Center and without the pumps, wastewater would overflow and 
contaminate the surrounding ground, thus result ing in $10,000  f ine from 
DEQ. The estimated cost at that t ime for the pumps was $20,000 and an 
emergency purchase was authorized to repair them. While  repairs were being 
made, Lawton Sept ic Tank Company was cal led out to pump out the l ift  stat ion 
into a tank truck every  four hours at a cost  of $300 per trip.  The repairs were 
completed with a total  cost of $36,072.15 . 
 

Member inquired i f  bond monies covered these repairs.  Mr. Crow stated these repairs  
were unexpected and therefore were not  included on the l ist  for bond pr ojects.  There 
was no further  discuss ion.  

 
8. New Business  

BOC members discussed the appointment of a new or inter im director  due to the 
resignation of Director Allbaugh. Mr. Cincotta responded that the governor is  now 
responsible for appointing the director of Corrections due to changes in the law after  
the last legis lative session. BOC members inquired i f  they could discuss the director’s  
posit ion during Execut ive Sess ion with Mr. Cincotta responding it  was not inc luded on 
the agenda for discussion during Execut ive Session. Members then discussed holding 
a special  meeting and concerns with selecting a director.  Several references were made 
as to prior processes,  but the new law gives al l  authority to the governor on appointing 
a director.  Mr.  Cincotta recommended tabling further  discussion of this topic unt i l  
after Execut ive Session which would al low him time to discuss next steps with the 
governor’s off ice.  Chair Harpe granted a short recess of  meeting at 1:47 PM to al low 
time for ODOC staff  to contact the governor’s off ice.  

 
3. Consideration and Approval  of Standing Board of Corrections Committee  

A.  Technology and Systems Oversight Committee  
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The meeting resumed at 2:05 PM and Chair Harpe returned to  this item on the 
agenda. He out l ined his thoughts on creation of this committee to focus on the 
agency’s technology needs. Members inquired how the committee members are 
selected for the var ious committees. Ms. Owen noted the current policy  gives  
the BOC chair authority to appoint the committee members. BOC members 
discussed the var ious committees and current pol icy.  BOC members  
recommended consideration by the chair to create the fo l lowing committees:  

  Contraband Committee  

  Health Services Committee  

  Operations Committee, which would focus on oversight of faci l it ies  
 

BOC members then discussed the contraband cel l  phone i ssues facing the 
agency. After discuss ion, Chair Harpe requested app roval  of the standing 
committee.  
 
Motion: Mr. Thornton made a motion to approve the Technology and Systems 
Oversight Committee;  Ms. LaFortune seconded the motion. Results:  Ms. Gesell  
– yes;  Mr. Grif f in – yes;  Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines – yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  
Mr. Roach – yes;  Mr. S iegfr ied – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes;  Mr. Woodard – yes.  

 
The committee was approved by major ity vote. T here was no further discuss ion.  

 
9. Announcements  

At 2:22 PM, Mr. Chip Keating, Cabinet Secretary of Public  Safety,  arrived at  the meeting 
and requested to address the BOC. He was given permiss ion to address the BOC by 
Chair Harpe. Secretary Keating stated that  Governor Stitt  had appointed Mr. Scott  
Crow as the inter im director of the ODOC. BOC members thanked Secretary  Keating for  
attending the meeting to share the information. There was no further discussion.  

 
10. Approval  to Enter Into Executive Session  

Pursuant to 25 O.S.  §  307(B)(9),  discussing matters involving safety and security at 
state penal institut ions or correct ional faci l i t ies used to house state inmates.  

A.  Discussion of  security  strategies being used and considered by the agency in 
combatting the introduction of contraband at penal  institutions  

 
Pursuant  to 25 O.S.  §  307(B)(10),  discuss ing contract negotiat ions  involving contracts 
requir ing approval of the Board of Correct ions,  which shal l  be l imited to members of 
the publ ic body, the attorney for  the publ ic body, and the immediate staff  of the pu blic 
body. No person who may prof it  direct ly or  indirectly by a proposed transaction which 
is  under considerat ion may be present or  participate in the execut ive session.  

B.  Discussion of contract negotiations involving a new Correctional  Services 
Contract with CoreCiv ic  (previously Correct ions Corporation of America) and 
amendment of the current Correctional  Services Contract.  

 
Pursuant  to 25 O.S.  § 307(B)(4),  for  confident ial  communicat ions  between a publ ic body 
and its  attorney concerning the pending investi gat ion and l it igation of  the items l isted 
below if  the publ ic body, with the advice of its  attorney, determines  that  disclosure wil l  
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seriously impair  the abi l ity of the public body to conduct a pending invest igation,  
l it igat ion, or  proceeding in the publ ic  interest .  

C.  Suicide of John Cheetham #448376 at the Joseph Harp Correct ional  Center 
(case number IG 19-0057)  

D.  Board of County Commissioners of the County of Tulsa,  Oklahoma, et al .  vs.  
The State of Oklahoma ex rel.  DOC,  et  al .  (case number CV-2017-684, Oklahoma 
County District  Court)   

E.  Smith v.  Al lbaugh, et al .  (case number CIV-19-470-G, U.S.  District  Court -  
Western District  of Oklahoma)  
Mr. Cincotta advised that the items l isted on the agenda w ould require 
adjournment to Executive Sess ion for engaging in con fident ial  communications 
between the BOC and its attorney. He recommended Chair Harpe entertain a 
motion to enter into Executive Session.  
 
Motion: Mr. Roach made a motion to enter into Executive Sess ion;  Mr. S iegfried 
seconded the motion.  Results:  Ms. Gese ll  – yes;  Mr. Griff in – yes;  Mr. Harpe –  
yes;  Mr. Hines – yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr. Roach – yes;  Mr. S iegfr ied – yes;  
Mr. Thornton – yes;  Mr. Woodard – yes.  
 
By majority vote, the BOC entered into Executive Session at 2:26 PM. Mr. 
Siegfried had a pr ior  commitment and left  the meeting at this t ime.  

 
11. Approval  to Return from Executive Session  

The BOC returned to the meeting room at 4:31 PM and Mr. Cincotta advised of the 
approval needed to return from Executive Session.  The chair advised there would be a 
short recess before the BOC approved returning from Executive Session. After the 
break,  Chair  Harpe requested a motion to return from Executive Session.  Mr.  Woodard 
had a pr ior commitment and left  the meeting at this t im e.  
 
Motion: Mr. Roach made a motion to return from Executive Session;  Mr. Thornton 
seconded the motion. Results:  Ms. Gesell  – yes;  Mr. Gr iff in –  yes;  Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr. 
Hines – yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr.  Roach – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes.  
 
The return from Executive Sess ion was approved by majority vote and the meeting 
resumed at 4:39 PM.  

 
12. Discussion and Approval  of Amendment #1 Correctional  Services Contract with GEO 

Group, Inc.  to amend Appendix C,  Liquidated Damages.  
Mr. Cincotta presented and requested approval from the BOC for a n amendment to the 
services contract with GEO Group, Inc.,  specif ical ly  Appendix C,  L iquidated Damages.  
A copy of  the amended appendix  as  well  as the original  contract  was included in the 
BOC Packet for June 12, 2019. Chair Harpe requested a motion to approve the 
amendment.  
 
Motion: Mr. Thornton made a motion to approve Amendment #1;  Mr. Roach seconded 
the motion. Results :  Ms. Gesell  – yes;  Mr. Griff in – yes;  Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines – 
yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr. Roach – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes.  
 



  

Page 8 of 8 
 

Amendment #1 to amend Appendix C was approved by majority  vote. There was no 
further discussion.  

 
13. Discussion and Approval  of Amendment #4 Correctional  Services Contract with 

Corrections Corporation of America (CoreCivic)  to amend the term of the Contract by 
extending it  for one year.  
Mr. Cincotta presented and requested approval from the BOC for a n amendment to the 
services contract with Corrections Corporation of America (CoreCivic)  and extend the 
terms of the  contract for one year.  A copy of the amendment as well  as  the original 
contract was included in the BOC Packet for June 12, 2019. Chair  Harpe requested a 
motion to approve the amendment.  
 
Motion: Mr. Thornton made a motion to approve Amendment #4;  Mr. Gri f f in  seconded 
the motion. Results :  Ms. Gesell  – yes;  Mr. Griff in – yes;  Mr. Harpe – yes;  Mr. Hines – 
yes;  Ms. LaFortune – yes;  Mr. Roach – yes;  Mr. Thornton – yes.  
 
Amendment #4 to amend the term of  the contract by extending it  for one year  was 
approved by majority vote. There was no further discussion.  

 
14. Adjournment 

There being no further business to discuss,  the meeting was adjourned at 4:41 PM.  
 
 
Submitted to the Board of Correct ions by:  

[signature on fi le]  

 

 
Kim be r ley  Owe n,  Mi n ut e s  C l erk   Dat e  

 
 

I  hereby certi fy that these minutes were duly approved by the Board of Correct ions on 

August 14, 2019, in which a quorum was present and voting.  

[signature on fi le]  
Mic ha el  W.  Roac h,  Sec re ta ry  
Boar d o f  Corr ec t io ns  

 
 
 
 


