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STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 1 

W.W. Keeler Tribal Complex, Tribal Council Chambers 2 

17675 S. Muskogee Ave. 3 

Tahlequah, OK 74464 4 
 5 

Tuesday, April 8, 2014 11:00 a.m. 6 

 7 

R. Murali Krishna, President of the Oklahoma State Board of Health, called the 388
th
 regular meeting of the 8 

Oklahoma State Board of Health to order on Tuesday, April 8, 2014 11:07 a.m.  The final agenda was posted at 9 

11:00 a.m. on the OSDH website on April 7, 2014, and at 11:00 .m. at the building entrance on April 7, 2014, 10 

2014.
 

11 

 12 

ROLL CALL 13 

Members in Attendance:  R. Murali Krishna, M.D., President; Ronald Woodson, M.D., Vice-President; Martha 14 

Burger, M.B.A., Secretary-Treasurer;  Jenny Alexopulos, D.O.; Terry Gerard, D.O.; Charles W. Grim, D.D.S.; 15 

Timothy E. Starkey, M.B.A; Robert S. Stewart, M.D.; Cris Hart-Wolfe. 16 

 17 

Central Staff Present: Terry Cline, Commissioner; Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer; Steve Ronck, Deputy 18 

Commissioner, Community and Family Health Services; Toni Frioux, Deputy Commissioner, Prevention and 19 

Preparedness Services; Lloyd Smith, Director for Offices of Internal Audit & Accountability Systems; Jay 20 

Holland, Office of Internal Audit; K.C. Ely, Consumer Health Protection; Don Maisch, Office of General Counsel; 21 

Leslea Bennett-Webb, Director of Office of Communications; Melissa Lang, Chief Financial Officer; Kathy 22 

Aebischer, Business Officer; VaLauna Grissom, Secretary to the State Board of Health; Commissioner’s Office; 23 

Janice Hiner, Sr. Advisor to the Commissioner of Health. 24 

 25 

Visitors in attendance:  (see sign in sheet) 26 

 27 

Call to Order and Opening Remarks 28 

Dr. Krishna called the meeting to order.  He thanked the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council and Dr. Grim for their 29 

efforts in hosting the Board of Health as well as Maria Alexander, Cherokee County Health Department 30 

Administrator, and staff for arranging.   31 

    32 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 33 

Dr. Krishna directed attention to review of the minutes of the March 11, 2014 Regular Board meeting. 34 

 35 

 Dr. Grim moved Board approval of the minutes of the March 11, 2014, Regular Board meeting as 36 

presented. Second Ms. Wolfe.  Motion carried. 37 

          38 

 AYE: Burger, Gerard, Grim, Krishna, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 39 

      ABSTAIN: Alexopulos, Starkey 40 

       41 

 APPOINTMENTS 42 
Consumer Protection Licensing Advisory Council (Presented by K.C. Ely) 43 

Recommended Appointment: Bryan Alexander, OU Medical Center, Director of Outpatient imaging 44 
Authority: 63 O.S., § 1-103a.1 45 

Members: The Advisory Council shall consist of seven members.  One member is appointed by the State Board of 46 

Health representing a diagnostic x-ray facility. Members serve three-year terms. 47 

 48 

Ms. Wolfe moved Board approval of the recommended appointees as presented. Second Dr.  49 

Alexopulos.  Motion carried. 50 

          51 

 AYE: Alexopulos, Burger, Gerard, Grim, Krishna, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 52 

       53 

 54 
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CHEROKEE COUNTY PRESENTATIONS   2 

Maria A. Alexander, MHR, MEP, Administrative Director, Cherokee County;  Lisa Pivec, M.S., Senior 3 

Director, Public Health Cherokee Nation Health Services 4 

 5 

 6 
 7 

 8 
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Dr. Krishna thanked both Maria Alexander and Lisa Pivec for their presentations.  The presentation concluded.  3 

 4 

CONSIDERATION OF STANDING COMMITTEES’ REPORTS AND ACTION 5 

Executive Committee  6 

Dr. Krishna provided the following reminders to Board members:  7 

 Board member review and feedback for the State of the State’s Health report is due to VaLauna by April 8 

15, 2014.  9 

 Following the May Board meeting is the Annual Employee of the Year Recognition Ceremony.  10 

 The annual Board of Health retreat will be held August 15-17, at the Postal Training Center in Norman. 11 

 The Nominating Committee for the election of officers has been assigned (Dr. Alexopulos, Dr. Gerard, 12 

and Mr. Starkey).  Following the committee’s report in June, the full Board will vote on the new Officers 13 

to become effective July 1
st
.  14 

 Dr. Krishna indicated that Board members were polled regarding the potential change in location for the 15 

June Board of Health Meeting.    16 

 17 

Dr. Woodson moved Board approval to change the June location to Jackson County as presented. Second 18 

Dr. Alexopulos.  Motion carried. 19 

          20 

 AYE: Alexopulos, Burger, Gerard, Grim, Krishna, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 21 

 22 

The report concluded. 23 

 24 

Finance Committee  25 

Dr. Woodson directed attention to the Financial Brief provided to each Board member and presented the 26 

following SFY 2014 Finance Report and Board Brief as March 18, 2014: 27 

 Approximately $429 million budgeted for state fiscal year 2014 28 

 Forecasted expenditure rate of 99.27% through June 30, 2014 29 

 “Green Light” overall for Department and all divisions 30 

 31 

The Financial Brief this month focuses on county health departments within Community and Family Health 32 

Services, with a further focus on Cherokee County 33 

 Community and Family Health Services includes 87 sites managed by 68 organized health departments 34 

in 75 counties, supported by state, local, and federal funding. 35 

 Local revenue, or millage, accounts for 24% of the Community and Family Health Services budget. 36 

 Local millage is assessed as a property tax at one tenth of a cent of property value.  Cherokee County 37 

receives 1.5 mills, totaling $174,666 of revenue, in the current year. 38 

 39 

The report concluded. 40 

 41 
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Accountability, Ethics, & Audit Committee  2 

The Accountability, Ethics, & Audit Committee met with Lloyd Smith and Jay Holland. Ms. Wolfe reported 3 
that there are no known significant audit issues to report at this time.  Currently there are vacancies in internal 4 
audit.  5 
 6 

The report concluded. 7 

 8 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 9 

Dr. Krishna announced the retirement of longtime employee and Director of the Offices of Internal Audit 10 

and Accountability Systems, Lloyd Smith effective April 30, 2014.  A plaque was presented to Mr. Smith on 11 

behalf of the State Board of Health for his years of services.  Jay Holland was announced as the new 12 

Director, Office of Accountability Systems and Office of Internal Audit.  Dr. Krishna gave a brief update on 13 

the Oklahoma State Department of Health Tribal Consultation conducted on April 7, 2014, hosted by the 14 

Cherokee Nation Tribal Council.  He thanked Dr. Grim and the Tribal Council for their effort in organizing 15 

and conducting the consultation.  He also thanked Dr. Alexopulos, Tim Starkey, and Julie Cox-Kain for their 16 

attendance and participation during the Consultation.  17 

 18 

Dr. Krishna briefly discussed studies regarding the mind and cognition of early childhood and importance of 19 

this connection early in childhood. He proposed to Board that an educational component for scientific 20 

development around this issue be developed for the Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan.  21 

 22 

The report concluded.  23 

 24 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 25 

Dr. Cline agreed that early childhood development is important, and commented on the Children’s First 26 

program, which focuses on the nurse family partnership and understanding the importance of this program.   27 

It is unfortunate that science isn’t always enough to keep these types of valuable programs from being under 28 

attach legislatively when resources are limited and programs must be prioritized.   29 

 30 

Dr. Cline briefly highlighted his visit to Claremore Indian Hospital.  It was the first Oklahoma hospital 31 

designated as “Baby Friendly” and received the gold standard for its efforts to promote maternal and infant 32 

health as part of Oklahoma’s efforts to reduce infant mortality  33 

 34 

Dr. Cline discussed the Bridges to Access conference in which there were more than 300 medical students in 35 

attendance whose primary focus around volunteerism and giving back to the community.  The keynote 36 

address was presented by Dr. Steven Schroeder, Distinguished Professor of Health and Healthcare at the 37 

University of California, San Francisco, and former President of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  The 38 

event is concluded by awarding the R. Murali Krishna award for volunteerism.  Dr. Cline thanked Dr. 39 

Krishna for his leadership in this area.  40 

 41 

Dr. Cline pointed out a recent article by New York Times reporter Matt Richtel, on a dangerous, yet 42 

unregulated, liquid stimulant used for refilling of e-cigarettes.  Unfortunately, Oklahoma was highlighted in 43 

the article as the state has become known as the epicenter for e-cigarette use.  The indicates that toxicologists 44 

article warn of the high risk for poisonings and pose a significant risk to public health as the ingredients are 45 

potent and unregulated.  These products are completely unregulated and are accessible to minors.  Oklahoma 46 

has taken a strong stand on tobacco use and to avoid making the same mistakes as with tobacco, and has 47 

issued a public health advisory around e-cigarettes.  Governor Mary Fallin has also issued an Executive Ban 48 

on the use of e-cigarettes on all government property.  There is hope that these products could be used as 49 

harm reduction products but the science hasn’t caught up to these products yet.   50 

 51 

Dr. Cline thanked both Lisa Pivec and Maria Alexander for their presentations around Cherokee County.  He 52 

commented on the impressive strides Cherokee Nation has made to obtain Public Health accreditation, 53 

stating that the Cherokee Nation was a beta site for accreditation and was critical to the PHAB Board in 54 

learning how to establish accreditation standards for tribal entities.    55 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/24/business/selling-a-poison-by-the-barrel-liquid-nicotine-for-e-cigarettes.html
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 1 

The report concluded. 2 

 3 

NEW BUSINESS  4 

No new business.  5 

 6 

PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION  7 

No Executive Session 8 

 9 

ADJOURNMENT 10 

Ms. Alexopulos moved Board approval to Adjourn. Second Mr. Starkey.  Motion carried. 11 

  12 

 AYE: Alexopulos, Burger, Gerard, Grim, Krishna, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson  13 

 14 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 15 

 16 

Approved 17 

 18 

 19 

____________________ 20 

R. Murali Krishna, M.D. 21 

President, Oklahoma State Board of Health 22 

May 13, 2014  23 


