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Print this checklist and take it with you when visiting child care programs. It will help you notice important things about the program where your child(ren) will spend their days and find the child care that is right for you and your child(ren). 
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Basics
Program 1
Program 2
Program 3
Is the program licensed? Is the license clearly displayed?
Is the program approved as a one, one-star plus, two- or three-stars program by DHS?
If applicable, does the program accept subsidy, scholarships, or employer vouchers for payment?
Does the program have liability insurance?
How many children does each teacher take care of?
Are staff trained in First aid and CPR?
Do all staff receive ongoing annual training?  What types?
Are nutritious meals and snacks offered routinely?
Are there emergency preparedness plans?
Are fire, tornado and other emergency drills practiced?
Are the areas used by children free of hazards such as medicines, cleaning supplies, toxic plants, smoking materials, illegal drugs, and weapons?  
Is there adequate heat/air, ventilation and lighting?
Are bathrooms clean and sanitary?
Are hand-washing procedures posted and practiced by staff and children?
Are the vehicles used to transport children insured, and are the drivers trained in child passenger safety?
Are appropriate individual child care safety seats and boosters seats used?
Does the program have transportation safety policies and procedures?
Are there pets in areas used by children? Are pets child friendly? Are pets appropriately vaccinated? Is close supervision provided?
The Place
Program 1
Program 2
Program 3
Are the play areas clean and large enough so children can move freely and safely?
Are there materials where the children can get them for different types of play - art, blocks, books and language, dramatic play, manipulatives, music and movement, math and science, or nature?    
Are there enough games and toys for all the children?
Are the rooms used by children organized and inviting?
Is child-sized furniture available?
Are wall displays placed at child's eye level?
Is the outdoor play area safe and inviting?
Is the outdoor play area fenced in?
Is the outdoor play equipment sturdy and in good repair?
Is there a shady area for the children to play?
Are the children well supervised at all times?
Are the children greeted when they arrive?
Do the children seem happily occupied and relaxed?
Can pleasant conversations among children and staff be heard?
Are you comfortable in the environment?
Activities
Program 1
Program 2
Program 3
Is there a regular daily schedule with meals, snacks, nap and a variety of activities that includes time for the play types of:  indoor, outdoor, active, quiet, structured, and free?
Is there a weekly lesson plan that includes reading and learning activities?  
Are the Oklahoma Early Leaning Guidelines used for lesson planning?
Is there no or very limited TV time?
Would your child enjoy the activities that are available?
Do the Caregivers...
Program 1
Program 2
Program 3
Seem patient with children and responsive to their needs?
Enjoy working and talking with children?
Get down to eye level when talking to or listening to the children?
Encourage the children to express their feelings verbally?
Respect individual differences among the children?
Respond quickly to the children's needs?
Set reasonable limits and allow children to make choices when appropriate?
Provide guidance with words, tone of voice, and actions that show respect for children?
Answer my questions?
Parent Communication and Involvement
Program 1
Program 2
Program 3
Are parents welcome at any time, announced and unannounced?
How are parents informed of what is going on during the day?
What is the policy and/or procedure when a child gets sick or hurt while in care?
What information is sent home and what is posted in the  program?
Are there ways for parents to be involved in the program?
Do staff speak openly and straightforwardly about their policies?
10.0.0.0.20110715.1.847530
2/28/2012
WCMU
OKDHS
1.0.0
Form 07LC058E (OCC-58) v.3
07/26/2012
Monitoring Report - Residential Child Care Facility
	currentPage: 
	pageCount: 
	Enter information about the program: 



