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January 6, 2010 

 

 

Mike Fogarty, CEO 

Oklahoma Health Care Authority 

4545 N Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 124 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

 

Dear Mr. Fogarty: 

 

Oklahoma Primary Care Association (OKPCA) would like to offer 

support for Oklahoma Health Care Authority’s (OHCA) proposal for the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act (CHIPRA) 

Quality Demonstration Grant opportunity.  Of great importance to 

OKPCA is access to high quality, efficient, effective preventive and 

primary health care especially through comprehensive medical homes, 

reducing the human suffering and high cost caused by preventable and 

controllable chronic conditions and ensuring continuity and seamlessness  

across all levels of health care.  The OHCA proposal in many ways 

addresses all of these elements. 

 

OKPCA is willing to assist in the efforts of this proposal by being a 

conduit to provider organizations about efforts planned in this proposal.  

More specifically, OKPCA may (not necessarily exclusively): 

 

 help ensure information sharing to, from, and among OKPCA 

member providers; 

 

 participate in further planning related to Operational Plan 

development and, subsequently, grant area implementations as 

appropriate; and 

 

 facilitate relevant training and technical assistance to OKPCA 

members and Health Resources and Services Administration 

grantees related to applicable quality measures, practice 

management and clinical best practices and health information 

technology use and exchange functionality. 

 

Thank you for your continued efforts to improve the health care 

opportunities of Oklahomans.  Please contact me if we could be of further 

assistance at 405-424-2282 extension 101 or gshepherd@okpca.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Greta J. Stewart, MPH, CAE 

Executive Director 
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January 5, 2010 
 
 
 
Michael Fogarty, Chief Executive Officer 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
4545 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 124 
Oklahoma City, OK 73117 
 
Mr. Fogarty: 
 
Smart Start Oklahoma is pleased to support the Oklahoma Health Care Authority application for 
the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act (CHIPRA) Quality Demonstration 
Grant.  Oklahoma consistently ranks in the lowest quartile of the states on measures of child or 
adult health and many times in the lowest five among the states.  As the state’s Early Childhood 
Advisory Council we clearly recognize that Oklahoma is in need of initiatives such as this to 
improve the quality of health care delivered to our children so that we can improve the overall 
health of our state’s youngest citizens. 
 
Smart Start Oklahoma leads a coalition of 18 communities covering 51 of 77 counties in 
Oklahoma as well as serves as the coordinating state level agency whose mission is to 
increase the number of children entering kindergarten ready to learn.  We address four areas of 
school readiness:  health, mental health, family support, and early care and education 
opportunities.  We have partnered with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority in numerous ways, 
most recently with a SoonerCare Campaign to increase the number of young children enrolled 
in the state’s Medicaid program.  Smart Start Oklahoma will continue this partnership and 
expand it to include the efforts outlined in OHCA’s Quality Demonstration Grant. 
 
OHCA will lead a broad-based collaborative effort resulting in an integrated healthcare system 
providing optimal quality health care to children and families in Oklahoma served by 
SoonerCare (Medicaid/CHIP).  Systemic change will be driven by implementation and 
evaluation of processes and outcomes associated with use of core performance measures, 
enhancement of care transition and coordination, use of pediatric electronic health records and 
establishment of a continuous quality improvement system that will facilitate the dissemination 
and integration of best practices and lessons learned from grant funded activities to providers 
participating in the grant initiative.  It is our understanding that the University of Oklahoma 
College of Community Health-Tulsa, Oklahoma State University College of Medicine, the 
University of Oklahoma College of Medicine Departments of Pediatrics as well as the 
Department of Family Medicine have committed to a partnership with the OHCA to perform the 
work delineated in this proposal.  We anticipate very strong results from a partnership of this 
magnitude with these resources.   
 
Quality improvements resulting from the integrated healthcare system described in this proposal 
can be replicated and expanded statewide and will compliment previous and current OHCA 
quality initiatives. 
 
We are committed to working with OHCA to improve child health indicators in Oklahoma, and 
support funding of the OHCA proposal.  It is an honor to be their partner. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Susan Illgen 
Executive Director 
Smart Start Oklahoma 


















